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      PATIENT USING A SCOOP STRETCHER  
 
Purpose: Indications: 
To enable movement of a patient with a suspected spinal cord 
   injury while maintaining rigid stabilization of the spinal column 

Patients with a suspected potential for 
   spinal cord injury 

Advantages: Disadvantages: Complications: Contraindications: 
Enables movement of 
   patient to long board 
   with spinal stabilization 
Prevent further injury 

Immobilizes patient supine leaving 
   airway easily compromised if patient 
   vomits 
Straps may restrict respiratory effort 

Pinched skin None 

 
 

Stabilize head, neck and spine in neutral position

Adjust stretcher length to height of patient

Release stretcher locks and separate into two sections, one on each side of patient

Slide stretcher halves under patient without disturbing spinal alignment

Close and lock head end of the scoop stretcher

Close and lock foot end of scoop stretcher, taking care not to pinch patient

Open head end of scoop stretcher

Open foot end of scoop stretcher

Maintain head stabilization while patient is lifted onto long board

Remove scoop stretcher without disturbing spinal alignment

Position and secure HeadBed II

Secure patient to long board with straps

Reassess neurologic status
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